Canberra, and in particular the suburb of Hawker, would like to welcome our
interstate chess players to the Australian Schools Teams Championships for 2012.
Hawker Primary School was selected to host this event as its Open Primary team won the event in 2007.
This was a most unexpected win. Instead of taking a highly qualified coach to train the children in
between rounds, the kids played handball and soccer at every opportunity. It was this carefree attitude
that reduced the tension and maybe helped them to win the championship.
I hope the ASTC in Canberra, whilst generating good competitive spirit, might also focus on fair play,
friendly rivalry and good humour.
I’d like at this stage to thank our major and minor sponsors whose details are contained in this year’s
special booklet. In particular, I would like to thank major sponsors PRD Software for sponsoring the board
medals, Capital Trophies and Sportswear for sponsoring the Open Primary, Hawker Place Physiotherapy
for sponsoring the Open Secondary, Back in Balance Chiropractic and Massage for sponsoring the Girls
Primary and Sphere Projects for sponsoring the Girls Secondary.
We also had a number of minor sponsors including Hawker Oriental Bakery, Hawker Pharmacy, Bonza
Bangers, Coles and the Commonwealth Bank.
My greatest appreciation in helping me, a mere novice, to put this event together is to the Smith family
for their guidance, their organisational skills and website mastery. I can’t thank you enough. I would also
like to thank Charles Bishop and his company for printing the score sheets and a host of other volunteers
for the work they are about to do in the canteen and elsewhere around the place.
Three other people remain to be thanked, our two arbiters Shaun Press and Charles Zworestine and
Steven Jeremy the Hawker Chess teacher who continues to teach chess as part of the school curriculum.
Good luck to everyone.

Jenny Mason

2012 ASTC Coordinator

Let me extend my warmest welcome to you all and my congratulations for
making it to the Australian School Team Chess Championship 2012.
You are lucky enough to be taking part in a game that has intrigued and
inspired players for thousands of years.
Personally chess has taught me perseverance, tenacity and the value of
sportsmanship. When I was in primary school, I competed in a chess
tournament, which I will never forget. I started the game carelessly and
made several bad moves in a row, whereby I lost a rook and a bishop
without capturing any of my opponent’s pieces. Anyone watching that
game would’ve believed that it was a matter of time before I lost. However,
I pulled myself together immediately and after some risky, but rewarding,
moves I put myself in a position that almost guaranteed my winning. I
remained focused and finished with a hard-won victory. A good lesson for
politics – and life!
I would like to wish all the competitors at this weekend’s Australian School
Teams Chess Championship the best of luck as you challenge the limits of
your brain power. I am sure we will all witness some intense battles and
some brilliant and noble contests.
I encourage everyone to give it their all and, most importantly, to have fun!
Gary Humphries, Liberal Senator for the ACT
www.garyhumphries.com

I welcome all competitors to the Australian Schools Chess Championship
here in Canberra. I’m a rookie when it comes to this game and admire the
strategy and planning displayed at all levels of chess, whether you’re a
Grandmaster or a school representative.
While you’re here, I hope you have a chance to check out Canberra. If you’re
a scholar’s mate or keen on a book move, you might enjoy the National
Library. If you’re more interested in tales of Kings and Queens, some of the
history available in the Australian Museum or the Museum of Australian
Democracy may be more to your taste. Take time to recharge your battery you’ll find there is lots to see here in Canberra.
As a proud Federal Representatives for Canberra’s northside, I wish all of the
teams from my local area the best of luck in the event. But similarly as
someone with an interest in Australia’s future, I wish everyone all the best
for an enjoyable and competitive tournament where you’re able to challenge
yourself against some of the best young chess players in Australia.
Dr Andrew Leigh, Federal Member for Fraser
www.andrewleigh.com

IA Charles Zworestine
Charles Zworestine is an International Arbiter (IA), who
has worked as an arbiter at 12 of the last 13 Australian
Junior Championships (Churchill 2000, Canberra 2001 and 2007, Sydney 2002 and 2008,
Adelaide 2003 and 2009, Mount Buller 2005, Brisbane 2006, Hobart 2010 and Melbourne
2011 and 2012). He has also several times been Director of Play (DOP) of the Australian
Championships and Australian Open, as well as international tournaments in Melbourne,
Sydney, Queensland and New Zealand. Apart from helping out as an arbiter at many
tournaments for the NSW Junior Chess League (NSWJCL), he has also been DOP at all bar
two of the 14 Australian Schools Teams Championships held so far, including the inaugural
one in Sydney in 1998.
Charles has been President of the NSWJCL since 1999, having been involved on the
committee for a couple of years before that. He is a former President of the NSW Chess
Association (NSWCA), the corresponding adult organisation, as well as a long-time
committee member and former President of St. George Leagues Club Chess Club (where
he is currently club captain). He is also the current President of the Australian Junior Chess
League (AusJCL).
Charles does occasionally actually play chess, but with rather limited success! He has a
current ACF rating of 2009, and a FIDE rating of 2147. His best results include being
St. George Club Champion twice (1997 and 2009), and equal third in the NSW Junior
Championship in 1983.
Outside chess, Dr Zworestine is a university lecturer in mathematics.
Exploration in chess beauty is the first book from
Canberra based International Master Andras Toth.
The book introduces and analyzes different aspects of chess
beauty and is a good source of chess entertainment for
players at any level.
Exploration of chess beauty is a unique selection of fantastic
games, magnificent compositions and mind-boggling puzzles,
a book one will return to over and over again.

IA Shaun Press
Shaun Press is an International Arbiter (2010), as well as
being a tournament player and organiser.
He is a member of the FIDE Rules and Tournament Regulations Committee and the FIDE
Swiss Pairings Program Committee. As a player he started his career by coming last in the
Australian Junior Championship (1983) but steady improvement saw him awarded the title
of FIDE Master (FM) on his 46th birthday. He has a liking for small islands, having won
tournaments on Norfolk Island and the Solomon Islands, and has represented Papua New
Guinea in the last 7 Olympiads.
Shaun can be found most Saturdays in the centre of Canberra running Street Chess.
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Hawker Pharmacy
Unit 4 & 5
72-74 Hawker Place
Hawker ACT 2614
(02) 6254 4421
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Oriental Hot Bread
1 Hawker Place
Hawker ACT 2614
(02) 6254 9377

Hawker Primary
School
Opened in 1976, Hawker School is a beautiful and unique learning environment in the
ACT. Hawker has an open plan design which has the library at the centre of the school
leading into spacious class units. The school was designed by a team of local
architects and designers as an inclusive and flexible learning environment. Situated
adjacent to Belconnen High School and Hawker College and with a Preschool in the
grounds, Hawker Primary is positioned perfectly for productive links with all sectors of
ACT education.

1. The Australian Schools Teams Championships comprise:
a. The Australian Secondary Schools Open Teams Championship;
b. The Australian Secondary Schools Girls Teams Championship;
c. The Australian Primary Schools Open Teams Championship; and
d. The Australian Primary Schools Girls Team Championships.
2.

a. The Championships are to be held on a date or dates in December of each year to be determined
by the Council.
b. The Council may determine that the Girls Championships be held on a date or dates different
from those determined for the Open Championships.
c. If the Girls' Championship and the Open Championship are held on the same date or dates, a
player shall not play for a team in both events.

3.

a. Each affiliated State or Territory is entitled to be represented by one team in each of the four
competitions that normally comprise the Australian Schools Teams Championships.
b. In circumstances described in sub-clauses (c), (d) and (e), a State or Territory may be represented
by more than one team provided that no more than one team from a school shall take part in the
same competition.
c. Where the number of teams in a competition would otherwise be five or seven (including one
team representing the host State or Territory), the host State or Territory shall nominate one
additional team, if possible. If not possible, the procedure described in sub-clause (e) shall be
applied to increase the total number of teams in the competition by one.
d. Where the number of teams in a competition would otherwise be four or fewer (including one
team representing the host State or Territory), the host State or Territory shall nominate one
additional team, if possible, after which the procedure described in sub-clause (e) shall be used and
if necessary repeated until the number of teams is six.
e. If exercise of sub-clauses (c) or (d) do not result in the total number of teams in the competition
being increased to six or eight, each of the States and Territories represented in the competition
shall be invited in turn to nominate one additional team and, if necessary, that process repeated to
the extent required to raise the total number of teams to six or increase the total number of teams
from seven to eight.
f. The order in which States and Territories shall be invited under sub-clause (e) shall be the same as
the finishing order of the highest-scoring team from each State or Territory represented in the

previous competition, followed if necessary by any other States and/or Territories in an order determined by
lot.
g. In circumstances not provided for in this by-law, the number of teams that may participate in a
competition and the States or Territories entitled to nominate them shall be determined by the ACF after
consultation with the host State or Territory and its appointed organiser, if any.
4.

a. Each team may comprise up to 6 players, any 4 of whom may play in any Match.
b. Players are to be bona fide students of the secondary or primary school, as the case may be, in the State
or Territory that their team represents.
c. Players are to be entered, and to play, in their teams in order of playing strength which is not to be varied
during the Championships.
d. The names of the four players who are to play must be given to the arbiter at least 15 minutes before the
round in which they are to play.
e. A list of all players in each team in order of playing strength is to be given to the arbiter and to each other
team in the same Championship at least 30 minutes before the time appointed for the beginning of the first
round.
f. A team that is dissatisfied with the order of playing strength notified for any other team in the same
Championship may protest against that order by writing stating the grounds of the protest and given to the
arbiter and to the team affected at least 20 minutes before the time appointed for the beginning of the first
round. The arbiter, having given the team affected the opportunity to reply to the protest, shall determine
the matter forthwith and may either dismiss the protest or uphold the protest and order that the playing
order of the players in the team affected be varied as specified by the arbiter.

5.

a. Each Championship shall be won by the team having the highest team points being the sum of points
scored by all individual members of the team.
b. If more than one team in a Championship has the same number of team points, the following tie-break
principles apply in the order listed:
(i) match points - 2 for a win, 1 for a draw, 0 for a loss;
(ii) team points scored in matches between the tied teams - eg if 3 teams in a tie each
team would have a score out of 12;
(iii) as in (ii) but with preference given to wins on the highest board.
c. If, after applying (i) to (iii), any teams are still tied, the title is to be shared by those teams.

6. Subject to this By-law, the By-laws for ACF Tournaments 1. to 35. apply to the Championships.
Note:
On 6 January 2007 the ACF Council resolved that the time control for all divisions of the Australian Schools Teams
Championships be standardised to 60 minutes for the game, plus a 10 second increment for every move from the
start.
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Hawker Shopping Centre

Bonza Bangers

Hawker ACT 2614

Hawker Butchery
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Our 2012 Contenders
ACT

Kaleen Primary School

NSW

Summer Hill Public School

QLD

Somerset College

SA

Prince Alfred College

VIC

Greythorn Primary School

WA

Highgate Primary School

Our Past Winners
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1998

Essex Heights PS

VIC

1999

Essex Heights PS
& Somerset College

VIC
QLD

2000

Essex Heights PS(

VIC

2001

Essex Heights PS

VIC

2002

Chatswood PS

NSW

2003

Chatswood PS

NSW

2004

Worongary SS

QLD

2005

Somerset College

QLD

2006

Essex Heights PS

VIC

2007

Hawker PS

ACT

2008

Penshurst West PS

NSW

2009

Mount View PS

VIC

2010

Deepdene PS

VIC

2011

Deepdene PS

VIC

www.actjcl.org.au/astc2012/sponsors.php

Kaleen Primary has served its local community in North Canberra since 1976.
Due to its strong reputation for academic excellence, the school attracts many
students from outside of Kaleen and has over 500 students from Preschool to
Year 6. Kaleen Primary has a strong values program that we embed into all
aspects of our school. One of these values is 'Do your best'. We endeavour to
provide students with as many opportunities as possible to put this value into practice. One of those
activities is chess.
Kaleen Primary has represented the ACT
several times in recent years and it is always
a pleasing feature of our teams that they are
comprised of students from a range of year
levels. By encouraging interest and
participation in our junior students, we
ensure that we have strong players to replace
our Year 6s each year as they leave for high
school. Here is our team:

Dillon Hathiramani was first taught to play chess by his Dad
when he was 8 years of age. He has two great passions in
chess and soccer. In 2012 he won the Doeberl Cup U1200
section but he has also been excited to win in futsal by a
margin of 12-0. Not surprisingly he harbours ambitions to
become a soccer superstar!

Ben Gianquitto was taught to play by his Dad when he was
only 4. He’s keen on maths, science and all sorts of
technology and thinks he’d like to be an architect.
Tze Ming Lim achieved his first perfect score in interschool
chess in 2010. He loves reading fiction and also loved visiting
the top theme park in Malaysia! Tze Ming hopes to become
an engineer working in electronics.

Johnny Hajdu is competing at the ASTC for the fourth time!
He share’s Dillon’s passion for soccer and has represented
Stanley Li started playing chess when he was 6. He also likes
the ACT in this sport. He’d also like to become a professional
to play Minecraft. He knew his game was improving when he
soccer player one day.
came back to win a game against a stronger player even after
he’d lost his queen. Stanley hopes to become a tennis star!
Our Recommended chess books:

Our Chess Idols:

Fundamental Chess Openings
Chess Openings
How to Beat Your Dad at Chess

Junta Ikeda
Peter Simpson
Jose Raul Capablanca
Endre Ambrus
Garry Kasparov

Our Reading for Fun:
Soccer for Champs
Extinction Series
by Lizzie Wilcock
Rangers Apprentice Series
by John Flanagan
Lost Hero Series by Rick Riordan

www.kaleenps.act.edu.au

Our Inspirational Tunes:
Pop Music
(especially Brazilian style)
Piano

Summer Hill Public School is a State school with a long history going back to 1883.
It is situated in the inner-west of Sydney. Summer Hill Public School has
approximately 760 children, 52% of our students coming from non-English speaking
backgrounds. Our school is renowned for its performing arts and also includes four
Opportunity classes for gifted and talented students.
Summer Hill Public School has been State chess
champions in the Girls division of the primary
championships on four separate occasions. The
Summer Hill Open team have also competed at a
national level on five separate occasions.
The team is coached by Mr Brett Tindall. Brett is a
Fide Master and Fide trainer, 2010 NSW Champion
and the director of Sydney Academy of Chess.
Through the hard work of Brett, in conjunction
with Ms Karen Sinclair, the school has seen the
numbers of students involved in chess at school
increase dramatically over the last five years. The
Manager of our club is Ms Karen Sinclair, a deputy principal at our school. Here is our team:

Raymond Li enjoys being a student at Summer Hill Public
School. He has been playing chess since he was 5. Away
from chess he likes playing games and hopes to make many
important discoveries as a future scientist!
George Bai began playing chess when he was at Haberfield
Primary School. He cites winning the Inner West Challenge
as his top achievement in the game. George is also a big fan
of gaming and hopes to become a lawyer one day.
Peter Boylan was taught to play chess by his Dad when he
Our Recommended chess books:

Our Chess Idols:

Teach Yourself Chess

Garry Kasparov

Garry Kasparov: On my Great
Predecessors

Paul Morphy
Ian Rogers

was 5. His top achievement in chess was winning the
Newington tournament . Away from chess he found it pretty
exciting when his team won the rugby plate finals. Peter’s
other interests include maths and video gaming and he
thinks he would like to be a mathematician.
Linus Cooper has been playing chess since he was 8 and is a
keen player of all board games. He’s a super-speller and
placed 2nd in the regional spelling bee. Linus admires Olympian Ian Thorpe and may go into business with George if they
both fulfil their plans to become lawyers.
Our Reading for Fun:
Artemis Fowl series
by Eoin Colfer
Harry Potter series by J K Rowling
Guinness Book of World Records

Tony Miles

www.summerhill-p.schools.nsw.edu.au

Our Inspirational Tunes:
“We Built This City”
Calm & Soothing music

Somerset College marks its 30th Anniversary in 2012. It is a co-educational day
school from Prep to Year 12, and is located at Mudgeeraba on the Gold Coast. In
virtually every year since the ASTC commenced, Somerset College has had teams
representing Queensland in one or more of the four primary and secondary
competitions. Here is our team:

Kevin Song started playing chess with he was only 4. A quick
learner, he managed to win both U10 and U12 titles in the
same year. He has also managed a “double” in swimming,
being both a 9yrs and 10yrs age champion! He likes sports
and music and one of his idols is the late Steve Jobs, cofounder of Apple. Kevin wants to become a doctor.
James Kay started to play chess when he was 4 and went on
to win the Queensland U8 title two years in a row! He’s keen
on sports and wants to become a professional distance runner. Perhaps he had a chance to practice those running skills
when he went to the top of Mt Etna—an active volcano in
Sicily! James’ hero is Gary Ablett.
David Liu was taught to play chess by his team mate Kevin
Song. He enjoys continuing to learn the game from his coach
Ale Wohl and beating some highly rated players. His other
interests include tennis, piano, viola, art & computer games.
David has the fantastic ambition to become a heart surgeon
because he wants to save lives!
Matthew McConnell was very proud to represent the school
at nationals. He began playing chess at Somerset when he
was 4. He also really likes soccer and tennis and has high
hopes of becoming a professional soccer player one day.
Harrison McConnell
Our Recommended chess books:

Our Chess Idols:

Our Reading for Fun:

Our Inspirational Tunes:

How to Reassess Your Chess

Garry Kasparov

Skulduggery Pleasant series
by Derek Landy

Gangnam Style (Psy)

David Smerdon
Magnus Calsen

Just Funny by Paul Jennings
Bear Grylls

www.somerset.qld.edu.au

Battle Scars (Guy Sebastian)
LMFAO
Hip-Hop

Prince Alfred College is an independent, day and boarding school for boys,
located on Dequetteville Terrace, Kent Town, near the centre of Adelaide. The
school was established in 1869 and has an enrolment of some 1,000 students
from reception to Year 12.
Prince Alfred College maintains a robust and popular chess programme,
characterised by a number of boys achieving excellent individual results. The
school runs annual school championships across each of the Preparatory, Middle and Senior Schools.
It also offers house chess, holiday, weekly coaching and informal weekly lunchtime chess offered to
the College chess cohort. All these events revolve around a structured, successful coaching
programme which runs throughout much of the year. Here is our team:

Denny Han started to play chess
at age 8 and lists being SA
Lidums Junior Champion as his
top achievement. Denny hopes
to be a scientist as famous as
Einstein!
Peter Gregoric is a past winner
of the SA U14 Championship
who also enjoys tennis, soccer
and learning. He has ambitions
to work in robotics.

Preshaan Thavarajah first
played chess at the age of 5 and
was proud to win the SA U11
Championship. He enjoys cricket
and was excited to win a prize in
the Australian Maths
Competition. Preshaan wants to
be a doctor.

Aaron Hammat started playing
chess at the school club when he
was 9. He likes tennis, soccer
and taekwondo—and he has a
Axel Heinrich was taught to play
black belt! Aaron’s ambition is
by his Dad at the age of 7. He’s
to be rich!
a keen player of video games
and wants to be a games’
designer down the track.

Our Recommended chess books:
Art of Attack
Chess Tactics
Bobby Fischer: 60 Memorable
Games
Great Attackers
My System

Our Chess Idols:

Our Reading for Fun:

Eddie Han

Temple by Matthew Reilly

Magnus Carlsen

Third Door by Emily Rodda

Bobby Fischer

Dragonkeeper series
by Carole Wilkinson

Richard Reti

pac.edu.au

Our Inspirational Tunes:
I found a Diamond (Minecraft)
Gangnam Style (Psy)
When we Stand Together
(Nickelback)
Classical
Rap

Greythorn Primary School is located in North Balwyn, Victoria. It has a
strong chess program and a rich tradition of success in interschool
chess competitions. Greythorn last competed in the Australian
Schools Chess Championships in 2008 in Adelaide where it finished 3rd
in the Open Primary division. Here is our team:
Enoch Fan started to play chess at age 6 and learned the
game from a book! His most exciting achievement in the
game to date was winning the Victorian U12 Championship.
Away from chess his idol is Roger Federer.
Enoch is also a keen swimmer and musician. He has qualified
for regional swimming competition! On day Enoch hopes to
be an astronomer.
Tristan Krstevski was taught to play chess by his Mum when
he was 4. He was runner-up in the 2012 Victorian Juniors.
Tristan also enjoys music and sport and is very proud of his
achievements with the piano. Tristan looks up to his chess
coach, Marcus Raine, and hopes to lead by example himself
if he achieves his ambition of becoming a politician!
Phoebe Fan began playing chess at Greythorn Primary when
she was 5. Qualifying for this event is her most exciting
achievement in chess to date. She has many other interests
including tennis, sports and music. She hopes to become a
violinist or an artist.
Tim Krstevski was also first taught to play chess by his Mu
when he was only 3. He is very proud to be part of the 2012
Victorian School Champion team.
Tim’s other passion is music and he hopes to be a musician.

Our Recommended chess books:
How to Reassess Your Chess
The Dynamic English

Our Chess Idols:

Silman’s Complete Endgame Course

Howard Staunton

The Lasker Opening
The Complete Collection of
Endgames

Garry Kasparov

Bobby Cheng
Our brothers on the team!

Justin Zhao also started out in chess at the Greythorn
Primary school chess club. He played in his very first
tournament when he was in Grade 3. Justin also likes
swimming and would like to become an Olympic swimmer. A
win in district Battleball is the most exciting thing he’s participated in away from chess.

Our Reading for Fun:
WW2: An Insight
Molly Moon series
by Georgia Byng
The Hunger Games Trilogy
by Suzanne Collins

www.greythornps.vic.edu.au

Our Inspirational Tunes:
Four Seasons
Carmen Fantasy
Pop
Techno/Dubstep

Highgate Primary School is located just 2 kilometres from the Perth General
Post Office. The school community is drawn from local suburbs surrounding
the school, but also due to the Intensive English Classes on offer and its
inner city location, draws students from across the metropolitan area. The
school also caters for a number of limited stay overseas students particularly
from Korea and Japan. This makes our community vibrant, rich and culturally
diverse.
The Highgate chess program has been running for 10 years. The program embodies the school ethos of
“Friendship, Respect, Success”. Students play each other and those with the best record are chosen to
represent our team at the Western Australian Interschool Tournament. Over the years, we have been
successful at this tournament with our first win coming in 2012. Highgate looks forward to being the
Western Australian representative for 2012. Here is our team:

Yi Yan started to play chess in Malaysia when he was 10. He Donal was taught to play chess by his father and brother. He
also likes basketball and must like cooking as he wants to
is a keen lacrosse player and hopes to play the game
become a chef. Yi Yan has a first place finish in U12 competi- professionally when he is older.
tion!
Isaac
Amaru first started to play chess when he was only 5 and
was taught by his great-grandfather. This event is the most
exciting chess activity he has been involved in!

www.highgateps.wa.edu.au
Your nearest Coles Supermarket is Coles Belconnen
Benjamin Way
(02) 6256 1300

Opening Hours
Mon - Sun: 07:00 - Midnight

Our 2012 Contenders
ACT

Curtin Primary School

ACT 2

Turner School

NSW

Abbotsleigh

QLD

Somerset College

VIC

Presbyterian Ladies College
Canberra Chess Chicks*
* composite team, ineligible for prizes
and their points do not impact on
standings

At Back in Balance Chiropractic &
Massage, our mission is to provide
excellence in chiropractic care and
massage service to increase the
health, wellbeing and vitality to
the people of Canberra.
Pearce Shopping Centre
Cnr Hodgson and Macfarland Crs
Pearce, ACT
(02) 6290 1000

Our Past Winners
2000

Worongary SS

QLD

2001

Worongary SS

QLD

2002

Essex Heights PS

VIC

2003

St Monica’s PS

ACT

2004

Curtin PS

ACT

2005

Curtin PS

ACT

2006

Somerville House

QLD

2007

Curtin PS

ACT

2008

Somerville House

QLD

2009

Somerville House

QLD

2010

Mount View PS

VIC

2011

Mount View PS

VIC

Thank You
www.actjcl.org.au/astc2012/sponsors.php

Curtin Primary is a popular Government K-6 school in the Woden Valley.. The school is
45 years old. Curtin Primary School aims to provide all students with learning and
living skills that enable them to adapt to change and foster an enthusiasm for further
learning. The school intends to achieve this in an environment which emphasises the
academic, social and recreational aspects of education.
The Chess Club started at the school in 2001 and meets every Wednesday lunch time
in the school library. Our excellent results have come from a willingness to “have a go” and enjoy this
great game! 2012 will be the ninth consecutive year that the school has represented the ACT in this
section of the ASTC. Here is our team:.
Lucy Sugerman was taught to play chess by her Mum when
she was 4. Beating much older players, and achieving her
first rating on the ACF “normal” list have been highlights for
her. Lucy is a multitalented musician who has released a
demo CD and had her music featured in magazines. You can
see her clips on YouTube! When she’s a famous musician
you can tell your friends you played her at the ASTC!
Isabella Bishop started playing when she was 6 and learned
the game from her brother Josh (who played at the ASTC last
year). Bella’s proud of her past tournament wins. When not
over the chessboard, Bella can be found reading and writing
and writing and writing. She hopes to be a writer one day.
Tahlia Harsdorf has been playing chess since she joined the
Curtin Chess Club at the age of 6. Her most exciting
achievement was being part of the second placed team at
the ChessKids Nationals in 2010. Tahlia has lots of other
interests including soccer, netball, swimming and reading
and would like to be a great soccer or netball player. Tahlia
has even been to the top of the Jungfrau, one of the main
summits in the Bernese Alps!

Our Recommended chess books:

Our Chess Idols:

Chess Chicks

Judit Polgar

Test Your Tactical Ability

Emma Guo

Chess books with fun & quirky
puzzles

Joshua Bishop

Zoe Sugerman began playing chess when she was 4 and first
played at the ASTC when she was only 6. Zoe’s been a bit of
a media superstar, appearing several times in the newspaper
for chess. She also likes dancing and going to Disneyland.
Zoe wants to be a chiropractor.
Our reserves, Celina Le and Erica Kethro are playing with the
Canberra Chess Chicks.
Our Reading for Fun:
The Hunger Games series
by Suzanne Collins
Magic in the Weaving
by Tamora Pierce
Glubbslyme by Jacqueline Wilson
Too Many to Mention!

www.curtinps.act.edu.au

Our Inspirational Tunes:
Taylor Swift
Coldplay
Train
Techno

Turner School has approximately 560 students enrolled across the school, from the
preschool programs where children begin their school journey through to Year 6
students who are ready to transition to secondary schooling. Inclusive classrooms,
programs and playgrounds are a feature of our school and our dedicated and highly
skilled staff team work together to meet the needs of all our students.
Our school is committed to ensuring our children become active and informed
citizens who are confident and creative learners equipped for our rapidly changing world. Here is our
team:
Liz Caddy is an active junior chess player
and past Canberra Chess Chick but being
part of this event is her biggest thrill in
chess since she started playing at 4 years
of age. Liz has many other interests
including dance and athletics. One day
she hopes to turn her interests into a
career as a dancer or PE teacher.
Mandy Wang
Bridget Darby started playing chess at
Turner School when she was 7. She is
very proud to represent the ACT at this
event. She also likes water-polo, playing
guitar and sleeping—not all at once!
Bridget wants to become an actress.

Audrey only hopes to be the head of
Google one day—a very modest
ambition!
Anne-Marie Ruiz Ferrandiz was taught
to play chess by her Dad when she was
6. This event is definitely the most
exciting chess activity that she has been
a part of. Anne-Marie also thought it
was very exciting to get a phone! Away
from chess Anne-Marie likes to play the
piano and has ambitions to be a
professional pianist.

Audrey McCormick can be seen away
from the chess boards and on our
televisions as the Canberra Milk Kid.
She’s been squeezing chess in-between
singing and acting since she learned the
game from her Dad at the age of 6.
Our Recommended chess books:
How to Learn Chess in 7 Days
Chess

Our Chess Idols:
Our captain—Liz!

Our Reading for Fun:

Our Inspirational Tunes:

Hinger Games series
by Suzanne Collins
The Floods series by Colin Thompson
Harry Potter series by J K Rowling
The Princess Diaries series
by Meg Cabot

Katy Perry Dance
Abba
Peter, paul & Mary
Elvis

Moonlight and Ashes by Sophie Masson

www.turners.act.edu.au

Abbotsleigh is a Transition to year 12 Anglican day and boarding school for
girls located in Wahroonga. The school was founded 126 years ago and
provides a broad, well-balanced education with a holistic philosophy of the
development of girls. Carefully implemented educational programs combine to
help students reach their intellectual, physical, emotional, spiritual and social
potential.
A number of teams compete every year in the Combined
Associated Schools competition in term 2 and our
Abbotsleigh A team came third in the Upper North Shore
Zone of the NSW Junior Chess League – Primary Schools
Competition 2012. They also won the primary section of
the NSW International Girls Teams Chess Challenge
hosted by the Sydney Chess Academy. At the last
national competition the team came third and the girls
are looking forward to playing in the competition this
year. Here is our team:

Nicole Cheung started playing chess when she was 5 and
thinks her most exciting chess achievement was her very first
win! Nicole also loves reading and rates her first ride on a
rollercoaster as the most exciting thing she’s done away from
chess. One day Nicole would like to be a singer.
Ming-Yee Sun was taught to play chess by Laura Moylan and
is very proud of the third placing the Abbotsleigh team
achieved at the 2011 ASTC. She’s also very keen on debating
and participated in the 1st placed team in the ISDA
competition. If Ming-Yee does become a lawyer her chess
strategy and debating skills will stand her in good stead!

Our Recommended chess books:

Our Chess Idols:

Not big fans of chess books!

Laura Moylan

Elizabeth Luu also learned her chess moves from Laura
Moylan. Elizabeth has lots of other interests including
reading, cooking, school, cricket, debating and PINK. She
loves the fun and freedom of choosing her own things in the
holidays and on weekends. Elizabeth gives herself many
future options—perhaps becoming a pharmacist, a doctor, or
working at Smiggle or Kikki K!
Sarah Chang has had some great personal achievements in
chess with Abbotsleigh’s 3rd placing at the 2011 ASTC and
her second placing in the NSW Girls’ Championship at the top
of her list. She also likes to play violin and thinks that she
may become a lawyer one day.
Our Reading for Fun:
Nightshade by Andrea Cremer
The Happiest Refugee by Ahn Do
The Word Spy
by Ursula Dubosarsky
Percy Jackson series
by Rick Riordan

www.abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au

Our Inspirational Tunes:
Pop Music
J-Pop
Classical

Somerset College marks its 30th Anniversary in 2012. It is a co-educational day
school from Prep to Year 12, and is located at Mudgeeraba on the Gold Coast. In
virtually every year since the ASTC commenced, Somerset College has had teams
representing Queensland in one or more of the four primary and secondary
competitions. Here is our team:
Talia Varcoe was taught to play chess by Mr Gardiner when
she was 8. She played well enough at the Queensland
Womens Championship to win $100! Talia also enjoys music
and plays both cello and flute. Add that to her sporting
interests, with a win in the 200m athletics, and it’s easy to
understand her aspiration s to be a sporting professional or
music master!
Kelly Park began playing chess at the Gardiner Chess Centre
when she was 8. She’s very proud to have been a part of the
team to finish second in the 2011 ASTC. When not playing
chess she enjoys being on Facebook and reading, and she has
travelled all the way to Europe. Kelly would like to be a
dentist or doctor when she is older.
Stephanie Kay was only 4 when she began playing chess.
Being a part of the second placed team at the 2011 ASTC,
and being the Queensland girls’ champions, have been the
most exciting things to have happened 9so far) in her playing
career. Stephanie also likes baking, although there was not
much chance for that when she was swooshing down the
New Zealand slopes on a skiing holiday! One day she may
become a professional dancer, or an eye doctor, or maybe
she can be both!
Jennifer Yeung began playing chess in 2010 at the age of 6.
She also likes playing tennis and is a bit of a whiz with maths.
Her Dad is one of her special heroes.
Our Recommended chess books:

Our Chess Idols:

Not big fans of chess books!

Alex Jule

Our Reading for Fun:
Once, Then & Now
by Morris Gleitzman
Famous 5 series
by Enid Blyton
Skulduggery Pleasant series
by Derek Landy

www.somerset.qld.edu.au

Our Inspirational Tunes:
One Direction
Maroon 5
Pop

Presbyterian Ladies' College aims to provide breadth, strength,
balance and quality of education in both the national and international
context for the purpose of encouraging leadership, service and
life-long personal development and learning. Here is our team:

Lucinda Gibson started playing chess at PLC when she was
9. Becoming Victorian State Champions has been her most
exciting chess achievement as they really didn’t know they
would win! Lucinda has travelled overseas (not for chess—
yet!) She likes cats and hopes to look after lots of cats if
she becomes a vet.
Malika Aggarwal was taught to play chess at school when
she was 8. Apart from qualifying for this event, her most
exciting experience has been a trip to Disneyland. Malika
also enjoys maths and reading.
Lucy Weeraratne was taught to play chess just last year,
but she started with a Grandmaster in Daryl Johansen!.
Lucy is keen on dance, music and sports and holds the
100m and 200m sprint records. Watch out for your secret
chess moves as Lucy is on track to become a spy or a
detective.
Pavi Pavamasivam has been playing chess since she was
just 6. She has to squeeze chess games in between netball
and tennis matches as he’s been selected in district teams
for both sports at every opportunity. Pavi wants to be a
manager in a major commercial company, or perhaps an
orthodontist—she still has lots of time to decide.

Our Recommended chess books:
How to Beat Your Dad at Chess
Visual Chess Book
Chess Men

Our Chess Idols:
Sally Yu
Bobby Fischer
Wayne Guy

Madison Geeson learned to play chess with her Mum when
she was only 3. She was very excited to be a part of the
winning PLC team in the Victorian championship. Mdison
likes animals, especially her kitten and being able to go horse
riding. One of her idols is the creator of Minecraft. She may
create something just as exciting one day if she becomes a
computer programmer.
Our Reading for Fun:
The Hunger Games Trilogy
by Suzanne Collins
Nancy Drew series
by Carolyn Keene
Harry Potter series
by J K Rowling

www.plc.vic.edu.au

Our Inspirational Tunes:
Lady GaGa
Adele
Katy Perry
Pop
The Climb (Miley Cyrus)

Helen Tong is a student at Radford College. She started
playing chess at the Norths Junior Club at the age of 6. Helen
loves reading, writing, basketball and being with her family.
She was super-excited to become a coxswain for her rowing
team this year! Helen wants to be a lawyer.
Celina Le is in Grade 3 at Curtin Primary School. She was
taught to play chess by her friend Madeline Hyett. Celina
really, really likes chess but also enjoys piano, swimming &
martial arts. She was very excited to travel to Vietnam. One
of Celina’s heroes is the Australian gymnast, Lauren Michell.
Erica Kethro attends Curtin Primary and began playing chess
after watching her big brother. She is most proud of her
chess prizes in the U10 Championship and to 2011 Curtin
Invitational. Erica is also very keen on other sports and
would like to be a professional soccer player.
Tammy Nguyen plays chess at St Anthony’s Primary School.
She began playing the game when she was 8 and this year
achieved her first perfect score in interschool chess. She has
many other interests including reading, movies, sports and
drawing and might like to be a writer, or a mum, or both!

U10 Girl in the ACTJCL Girls’ Allegro. She’s also been a
prizewinner in Science Fair! Neha likes to write and hopes to
become an author.

Paula Chen is in Grade 2 at Curtin Primary School and began
playing chess this year. It’s been a busy year for Paula who
Neha Kalele is a student at Garran Primary School. She
has been regularly collecting prizes including the 1st Year 2
followed the lead of her Dad and big brother when starting
to play chess. This year Neha was proud to receive 2nd Place Girl in the ACTJCL Primary Allegro. Paula is also keen on
drawing and reading and wants to become a vet.
Our Recommended chess books:
How to Beat Your Dad at Chess
World Champion Tactics
Chess for Kids
Chess Puzzles

Our Chess Idols:
Emma Gup
Megan Setiabudi
Zoe Sugerman
Dmitry Andreikin

Our Reading for Fun:
Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinnear
Matilda by Roald Dahl
Busy-Busy Bears by Hiawyn Oram
Young Samurai series
by Chris Bradford
Max Remy Super Spy series
by Deborah Abela

www.actjcl.org.au/actjcl

Our Inspirational Tunes:
Katy Perry & Taylor Swift
Dance
Downtown
Starry Starry Night

Our 2012 Contenders

"Relief is at Hand"

5 Birubi Chambers
Cnr Beetaloo St & Hawker Pl
Hawker ACT 2614
Tel: (02) 6255 2033

Thank You

ACT

Radford College

ACT 2

Lyneham High School

NSW

James Ruse Agricultural High
School

QLD

Brisbane Grammar School

SA

Prince Alfred College

VIC

Scotch College
Our Past Winners

1998

Sydney Grammar

NSW

1999

Sydney Grammar

NSW

2000

Anglican Church Grammar
QLD

2001

Anglican Church Grammar
QLD

2002

Anglican Church Grammar
QLD

2003

Sydney Grammar

NSW

2004

Sydney Boys HS

NSW

2005

St Peter’s College

SA

2006

Balwyn High School

VIC

2007

Balwyn High School

VIC

2008

Scotch College

VIC

2009

Scotch College

VIC

2010

North Sydney Boys HS NSW

2011

Scotch College

www.actjcl.org.au/astc2012/sponsors.php

VIC

Radford College is located in the Canberra suburb of Bruce . The foundation stone
was laid on 30 April 1983 and Radford College commenced operation in 1984. The
College was named after Bishop Lewis Bostock Radford, fourth Bishop of Canberra
and Goulburn. He was a distinguished scholar, churchman and citizen.
The College was established to be its own distinct identity as an Anglican
coeducational day school. The College currently has 1616 enrolments across
PreKindergarten to Year 12. Here is our team:

Willis Lo began playing chess
when he was 5 and is the current
ACT Junior Champion. In a
rebellious moment, Willis
consumed an entire mango
without cutting it up. Willis enjoys
basketball and his future ambition
is to follow in the footsteps of
Niels Bohr as a Quantum Physicist.

He fancies becoming a professional
tennis player one day. Stuart
thought his trip around Tasmania
was an awesome experience!
Christopher Bradley was taught to
play chess at school, and by his Dad
when he was 5. He rates being part
of the 2010 ANU Interschool Chess
Championship team as his top
experience in the game. Chris likes
his food and cites eating as a
favourite pastime. It will be easy to
count the calories if he does become
a mathematician.

Yijun Zhang was taught to play
chess when he was 5.

Stuart Mason was taught to play chess by his big sister Jo,
who is also playing in the 2012 ASTC. Both were part of the
Hawker Primary team to win at the 2007 ASTC. Stuart has
lots of other interests including tennis, cricket and soccer.
Our Recommended chess books:
How to Win in the Chess
Openings
Pirc Alert
The World’s Greatest Chess
Games

Bevan Lee has played chess since he
was 5 and is a past winner in the
Australian Junior Problem-Solving
Championship—it came with a big
trophy! He enjoys basketball and
playing piano and is proud of past
wins in piano competitions. Bevan
hopes to be a dentist.

Our Chess Idols:

Our Reading for Fun:

Our Inspirational Tunes:

Aron Nimzowitsch
Bobby Fischer
Junta Ikeda
Ian Rogers
Mikhail Tal

Macbeth by William Shakespeare
Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney
Harry Potter series by J K Rowling
Cherub series by Robert Muchamore
The Oxford Dictionary

Highway Star (Deep Purple)

www.radford.com.au

Adele
Pop, Jazz & Classical

Lyneham High School is a secondary school in Canberra founded in 1959. Located in
the suburb of Lyneham, It has over one thousand students and is at full capacity. It
has two enrichment programs running: a selective gifted and talented academic
program called LEAP (Lyneham Enriched Academic Program), and a similar program
aimed at elite athletic students called SEAL (Sporting Excellence At Lyneham). The
school has well established performing arts programs, offering concert and jazz
bands, performance-based music classes, drama and dance classes, and the opportunity to participate
in musical theatre productions. The school has been active in the ACT schools’ chess playing fraternity
for a good many years and was a winner of the Secondary Schools competition about a decade ago.
Lyneham’s active chess players are capable and enthusiastic and love their chess. Here is our team:

Frederick Litchfield was taught to play chess at the age of 6
by his kindergarten teacher. He won the ANU Minor in 2011.
Frederick also enjoys tennis, soccer, piano and travel. His
top travel experiences have included a family holiday to
France and a school band tour of the Gold Coast. Frederick
hopes to become a chemical engineer.
Jamie-Lee Guo had some well credentialed players to help
him to learn chess when he was 4. His teachers were his
brother Sherab Guo-Yuthok, and his sister WIM Emma Guo!
Jamie-Lee also really enjoys soccer and futsal and would like
to become a professional player.
James Ashton began playing chess at Kaleen Primary School
when he was 9. His other interests include computer games.
Donghoon Shin started playing chess at the age of 9 at the
Norths Junior Chess Club. His other big interest is music and
he regards his school band tour to Melbourne as one of his
personal highlights. One of Donghoon’s idols is his band
conductor and his own ambition is to be a professional
musician.
Our Recommended chess books:

Our Chess Idols:

It’s Your Move
Chess Tips for Improving Players
Improve Your Chess in 7 Days

Junta Ikeda

Reserves: Nikhil Kalele and Mark Perry
Our Reading for Fun:
TruckDogs by Graeme Base
Artemis Fowl series
by Eoin Colfer
The Hobbit by J R R Tolkein
Matilda by Roald Dahl

www.lynehamhs.act.edu.au

Our Inspirational Tunes:
Classical
Pirates of the Caribbean Theme
Gangnam Style (Psy)

James Ruse Agricultural High School is an educational institution designed to cater to the gifted and talented students of New South Wales. It is a selective public
school that endeavours to nurture the academic, physical, social and emotional
well-being of students; instil the core values of integrity, excellence, respect,
responsibility, fairness, wisdom and compassion among all students; and promote
the importance of Agriculture in the school and the wider community.
James Ruse Agricultural High School has 857 students with 97% from non-English
speaking backgrounds. The school offers a differentiated curriculum with a wide range of enrichment,
extension, student leadership and extra-curricular programs for our profoundly gifted students.
Our success across all areas of school life is recognised by our high profile in the International
Olympiad teams, a multitude of competitions (including Chess), Drama and Musical pursuits, presence
in Art Express, Debating and Public Speaking awards, and Zone, Regional, State, National and
International sporting representation.
James Ruse Agricultural High School entered three teams into the New South Wales Junior Chess
League Metropolitan Secondary Schools Competition this year: - one senior and two intermediate
teams. All three won their divisions. The Senior A team won their region (west) only to eventually
succumb to Sydney Grammar (east) in the final match of their competition. The Intermediate A team
was successful in winning their competition.
On Sunday 24th June, 2012, James Ruse Agricultural High School, were successful in winning the New
South Wales Secondary Schools OneDay Tournament for the Terry Shaw
Shield.
The James Ruse Agricultural High
School team is made up of Andrew
Pan, Joshua Lau, Raymond Han,
Frank Zhu and Lalit Prasad and is
very proud to be representing New
South Wales in the 2012 Australian
Schools’ Teams Chess
Championships.
Mr Mansour Khoury
Chess Coordinator

www.jamesruse.nsw.edu.au

Brisbane Grammar School is a non-selective school for boys catering for
approximately 1450 day students and boarders. Established in 1868 and located
close to the centre of Brisbane, it is the oldest secondary school for boys in
Brisbane with a long and distinguished tradition of teaching and learning. Brisbane
Grammar School is committed to providing its students with an academic
curriculum that promotes both a broad knowledge base and the skills of thinking
within a challenging, supportive and technology-rich environment.
Over the past seven years, our chess culture has
continued to grow, culminating in another year of
very successful results. Most notably, this year, our
Premier team won both the Greater Public Schools
Chess Premiership for the fourth consecutive year
and the Queensland Interschool Teams Chess
Championships for the second consecutive year.
Here is our team:
Eliot Soo-Burrowes started playing chess at the age of 6 and
rates his top achievement as representing Australia at the
9th ASEAN Age Group Championships. This multitalented
young man also represented Australia in Taekwondo at the
5th Korean Open, scoring Silver and Bronze medals. He
would like to become a lawyer, a little like Barack Obama.
Ryan Louie made his first chess moves at the age of 9 and
was part of the team to finish in second place at the 2011
ASTC. He enjoys different things at school—the subject English, and getting to play futsal in PE. Ryan admires Julian
Assange and may design a new safe house for him if he does
in fact become an architect.
Tom Slater-Jones was taught to play chess by his dad when
he was 8. He rates his top achievement as becoming
Our Recommended chess books:
Too many to choose from!
Chess Training in 5333 + 1
Positions
Starting Out: Alekhine Defence
My System

Our Chess Idols:
Bobby Fischer
Fabiano Caruana
Stephen Solomon
Alex Wohl
Jan Priborsky
Garry Kasparov

Queensland U14 Champion. Tom also likes soccer but I guess
he wasn’t playing that game when his team finished U14
Runner Up in AFL Division 2 . Tom aims to become a
scientist.
Harry Hughes also learned to play from his Dad and it has
taken him to the Commonwealth Chess Championship! He
also likes soccer and is a fan of Argentine player Lionel Messi.
He’s been brave enough to bungee jump and wants to take
another big leap and become a lawyer.
Jared Louie made the top team at his school when he was
still in Grade 3. His many interests include playing the guitar,
tennis, soccer and basketball. He wants to be an electronic
designer.

Our Reading for Fun:
Perfume by Patrick Suskind
Jurassic Park by Michael Crichton
Wizard’s First Rule
by Terry Goodkind
Scarecrow by Matthew Reilly

www.brisbanegrammar.com

Our Inspirational Tunes:
Punk, Drum & Base, Pop
Funk, Dubstep, Jazz
Gangnam Style (Psy)
Coldplay

Prince Alfred College is an independent, day and boarding school for boys,
located on Dequetteville Terrace, Kent Town, near the centre of Adelaide. The
school was established in 1869 and has an enrolment of some 1,000 students
from reception to Year 12.
Prince Alfred College maintains a robust and popular chess programme,
characterised by a number of boys achieving excellent individual results. The
school runs annual school championships across each of the Preparatory, Middle and Senior Schools.
It also offers house chess, holiday, weekly coaching and informal weekly lunchtime chess offered to
the College chess cohort. All these events revolve around a structured, successful coaching
programme which runs throughout much of the year. Here is our team:
Hugh Perks
Eddie Han started playing chess at 10 and his top achievement to date is an
=2nd placing in the 2011 Doeberl Cup Minor. A big thrill has been a helicopter
ride over New York City. Eddie loves learning and is always keen to learn
something new—he may have to in his possible future careers as a Quantum
Physicist, Astrophysicist or in robotics.
Joel Lee does tell us that he was playing chess at 1 year of age (hmm?) He
likes winning, as we all tend to. He’s looking for Facebook friends and hopes
to be big (when he’s bigger).
Jason Huynh was taught to play chess by George Howard and Peter Serwan
when he was 10. His top chess moment was winning a prize in the Labour
Day tournament. Away from the boards he likes to play badminton and was
proud to be a member of the PAC badminton team. His future ambitions lie
in the fields of nano-medicine and biotechnology.
Caleb Barns plugged Chessmaster 10 into his PC at the age of 7. He was most
pleased with a win in intercollegiate games. He enjoyed going to America,
and we hope he ate lots of cookies and saw lots of penguins while he was
there. Although his idol is Chuck Norris, he treads the gentler path himself
with his preferred career choices in medicine.
Our Recommended chess books:

Our Chess Idols:

Chess
Art of Attack
Queen Pawn Openings
How to Beat Your Dad at Chess

Fox Crowley
Bobby Fischer
Josh Waitzkin
Goran Srdic

Our Reading for Fun:
Lord of the Flies
by William Golding
Skulduggery Pleasant Series
by Derk Landy
Harry Potter Series
by J K Rowling

pac.edu.au

Our Inspirational Tunes:
Gangnam Style (Psy)
John Callisto (jazz)
Chasing the Sun (The Wanted)
Soft Rock

Scotch College is a Prep-12 school for boys affiliated with the Presbyterian Church of Victoria. Chess is a popular activity at Scotch. Students enjoy participating in Chess Victoria
events throughout the year, two of which are hosted at the school. Weekly chess club is
popular and a few special chess events are held each year including House Chess and
Chess in the Round. There is a student leadership team ably led by the Chess Captain Eugene Schon. Chess brings together students from all levels of the secondary campus
and it is through chess that many students make good friends within the school and with
students from other schools.
The Scotch team representing Victoria in 2012 has
boys from years 7-12. Scotch is the reigning National
Schools' Championship team in the Secondary
schools' division and looks forward to the opportunity
to defend the title in Canberra. Here is our team:
Eugene Schon is a vastly experienced young player with a
=3rd place finish in the Australian Open to his credit. He
hasn’t quite explored all of the planet but has 18 countries
under his belt already! Eugene’s many interests include
music, squash, reading, British comedy and US comedy
(oops—US politics!) He may yet become an unemployed
academic.

Kevin Fan first played chess at the school club when he was
8, with the 2011 ASTC win being his top achievement. His
other interests include music and sports and he likes
watching the footy. One day he hopes to become a lawyer.

Matthew Cheah started playing chess at school when he was
8 and was a two-time ASTC winner in primary school. He
Kevin Yu first played chess at school when he was 9 and is
also enjoys footy, music, cricket and travelling to Europe He very excited to make the team for the 2012 ASTC. Kevin
has the modest ambition to make an impact on the world!
enjoys reading and also enjoyed living overseas. He would
like to be an author when he is older.
Nicholas Liu began playing chess at school when he was 7.
This year he achieved 3rd Place in the VIC U16
Jonas Tang also started playing chess at school when he was
Championship. He also likes ice skating and playing the
9. When not at the board he’s probably engrossed in the
soprano saxophone. Nicholas plans to be a scientist.
multiplayer online battle arena Defense of the Ancients. It’s
no surprise to find he hopes to be a Game Beta Tester.
Our Recommended chess books:
Kasparov: My Great Predecessors
How to Beat Your Dad at Chess
Encyclopaedia of Errors in the
Chess Openings

Our Chess Idols:

Our Reading for Fun:
Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer
Catch-22 by Joseph Heller
The Picture of Dorian Gray
by Oscar Wilde
Fundamentals of Physics
Cherub series
by Robert Muchamore

Alexei Shirov
Bobby Fischer
Emanuel Lasker
Karl Zelesco

www.scotch.vic.edu.au

Coach:

Our Inspirational Tunes:
Classical
Psy
Dubstep
Chinese Pop

FIDE Master Geoffrey Saw.

Our 2012 Contenders
ACT

Alfred Deakin High School

ACT 2

Radford College

NSW

St George Girls’ High School

QLD

Somerville House

VIC

Presbyterian Ladies College
Canberra Chess Chicks*
* composite team, ineligible for prizes
and their points do not impact on
standings

Our Past Winners

Sphere Projects is a local Canberra

2000

St Stephen’s College

company offering high quality

2001

Presbyterian Ladies College
VIC

2002

Abbotsleigh

NSW

2003

St Stephen’s College

QLD

2004

Abbotsleigh

NSW

2005

North Sydney Girls

NSW

contact@sphereprojects.com.au

2006

North Sydney Girls

NSW

(02) 6259 0017

2007

North Sydney Girls

NSW

2008

Somerset College

QLD

2009

Somerset College

QLD

2010

Somerville House

QLD

2011

Somerville House

QLD

service in the fields of building
design, construction and project
management.

GPO Box 558
CANBERRA ACT 2601

Thank You
www.actjcl.org.au/astc2012/sponsors.php

QLD

Alfred Deakin High School is a Year 7 - 10 school formed in 1989 from an amalgamation
of Deakin and Woden Valley High Schools on the site of Deakin High School. The staff
and students of Alfred Deakin High School take pride in the inclusive, diverse nature of
the school. We welcome students from many countries around the world for the
richness they bring to us. We are committed to providing every student with the
opportunities and support to satisfy the full range of their education needs.
The school actively competes in local interschool
chess events. In addition to being ACT Girls’
Secondary Champions in 2012, the school took out
the South Canberra Open Secondary Championship
and placed second in the ACT Open Secondary
Final. Students from Alfred Deakin High School
were runners-up in this section of the ASTC in 2006
and 2011. Here is our team:
Megan Setiabudi started playing chess at school at the age
of 5 or 6 and is now a WFM! Megan enjoys opportunities to
travel the world (for chess or otherwise) and likes
badminton, piano, dance & ping pong. Away from chess her
idol is badminton legend Taufik Hidayat.
Isabelle Spooner started playing chess at 6 at Curtin Primary.
Alongside beating her older brother, winning the Girls
Primary section at the 2007 ASTC is her big chess highlight.
Isabelle is also keen on video and card games, and had a
great time with friends at a school trip to Japan this year.
She hopes to become a vet (as she hoped in this booklet way
back in 2006!)

Emma is a keen musician and active in the school orchestra—
now if she could just find a way to do that whilst scuba
diving!
Kezia Karenina led Curtin Primary to their runner-up placing
at the 2010 ASTC. Her Dad first taught her to play at 7. Kezia
also enjoys ballet and has enjoyed wins In major ballet
competitions. She would like to become a dancer.

Aislinn Smith began playing chess at pre-school and last year
was part of the ADHS team to be runners-up at the ASTC.
Emma Dunstone learned to play chess with Libby and Jeff at Away from chess her interests are in art and performing arts
Curtin Primary. It was a special thrill to knock off some
and she really enjoys her dance concerts. Aislinn hopes to
college students in a transfer event when she was still only 9! become an art teacher or an author.
Our Recommended chess books:
Nunn’s Chess Openings
The Usborne Little Book of Chess
The Story of Chess
Chess for Tigers
Play Like a Girl!

Our Chess Idols:
Judit Polgar
Bobby Fischer
Ian Rogers
Emma Guo
Libby (?)

Our Reading for Fun:
Skulduggery Pleasant Series
by Derk Landy
A Series of Unfortunate Events
by Lemony Snicket
Once by Morris Gleitzman

www.adhs.act.edu.au

Our Inspirational Tunes:
Honor for all (Dishonoured)
Alternative
Indie
Rock n Roll
Too Many to Choose!
(Anything after the year 20000!)

Radford College is located in the Canberra suburb of Bruce . The foundation stone
was laid on 30 April 1983 and Radford College commenced operation in 1984. The
College was named after Bishop Lewis Bostock Radford, fourth Bishop of Canberra
and Goulburn. He was a distinguished scholar, churchman and citizen.
The College was established to be its own distinct identity as an Anglican
coeducational day school. The College currently has 1616 enrolments across
PreKindergarten to Year 12. Here is our team:

Annabel Litchfield was taught to
play chess by her older brother
and previously held a national title
as 2007 Australian U8 Girls’ Rapid
Play Champion. She’s involved in
lots of sports and thinks that she’d
like to become a teacher or artist.

Jo Mason started playing chess
at 6 and it has taken her to
Vietnam and a chance to
represent Australia! Jo is also a
keen rower, has travelled to
Japan and hopes to become a
nurse.

Heather Nugent was taught to play
chess by her Dad when she was 7.
This tournament is her most
exciting chess experience. Heather
also enjoyed Jamboree and has
diverse interests including athletics,
netball and acting—she’s hoping to
be an actress herself one day!

Kathleen Tong has been playing
chess since she was 8. She’s very
excited to be participating in this
tournament. Kathleen is also a
talented basketballer and was
selected for the ACT basketball
team. If she doesn’t make her
fortune in chess or basketball,
Kathleen wants to be a doctor.

Our Recommended chess books:
Not big fans of chess books!

Madison Daley was 8 when she
began playing chess. Madison’s
other representative experiences
have been in ACT softball. When
Madison isn’t examining moves she
hopes to be examining evidence as
a forensic scientist.
Our Chess Idols:
Stuart Mason
Frederick Litchfield
David Pattern

Our Reading for Fun:
The Emerald Atlas by John Stephens
Oliver Nocturne series
by Kevin Emerson
Harry Potter series by J K Rowling
Dragonkeeper series
by Carole Wilkinson
My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult

www.radford.com.au

Our Inspirational Tunes:
Lily Allen
One Direction
Don’t Worry Be Happy
Pop

St George Girls High School is an academically selective school which aims to
educate students to become independently minded and socially responsible
young women of integrity. Here is our team:

Shirley Gu first played chess in China when she was 5. Her
proudest moment in the game was becoming NSW U12
Champion. She is also a keen gymnast. Shirley has enjoyed
visiting the Gold Coast and her future ambition is to be
employed in a professional and interesting career
(with reasonable pay of course!)
Clarise Koh learned to play at the age of 7 and not long after
found herself taking out 2nd in a Malaysian U10 Girls’ event.
She is also a very competitive badminton player, placing 2nd
with her team in state championships. Clarise’s other
interests are manga, anime and FOOD. She hopes to become
a very successful (and wealthy) surgeon.
Our Recommended chess books:

Our Chess Idols:

Play Like a Girl
Checkmate at Chess City
The Chess Bible

Hou Yifan
Judit Polgar
Ian Rogers

Theresa Gu began playing chess in China when she was 5.
She considers her top achievement a 3rd placing in the NSW
U12 Girls’ Championship. Theresa also enjoys music and the
thrills and spills of Gold Coast theme parks. She hopes to
become a vet.
Eleni Siafakas has been playing chess since she was 4. She
particularly likes games that finish in 2 moves (as long as she
wins them!) Eleni also enjoys Taekwondo and has competed,
and won, in the U12 martial arts world games for extreme
forms. She hopes to be good at putting everyone back
together when she becomes a doctor or a pharmacist.

Our Reading for Fun:
Hover Car Racer
by Matthew Reilly
Hunger Games trilogy
by Suzanne Collins
City of Bones by Cassandra Clare
Harry Potter series by J K Rowling

www.sgghs.com.au

Our Inspirational Tunes:
Visual Kei
K-Pop
Taylor Swift
Adele

Somerville House is a school where traditional Christian values such as
respectfulness, honesty, and integrity are taught and encouraged within our
community. The School endeavours to provide a well-balanced education that is
academically challenging, varied physically and recreationally, socially stimulating,
and rich spiritually. We seek to cultivate and extend student abilities within a
disciplined environment, but one in which imagination and creativity are valued
and happiness and laughter is fostered.
Chess is an integral component of the school program at Somerville House All students from Prep to
Year 6 engage in structured chess lessons in the classroom. Students have the opportunity to
participate in a number of Chess activities at Junior, Middle and Senior School level. Chess clubs are
offered weekly across all schools and additional chess instruction is available to students after school
on a weekly basis. Here is our team:
Leteisha Simmonds learned her chess at Somerville House from Mrs
Pizzato. Attending the 2012 Olympiad in Turkey is the highlight of a
playing career that has taken her around the world. Leteisha enjoys
softball, and our natural world. The experience of standing next to a
Super Hornet at RAAF Amberley only confirmed her desire to be a pilot!
Abbie Kangarajah has been playing chess at Somerville since she was 6.
The game took her to the World Youth in Brazil but another important
travel highlight has been a trip to Bhutan to assist with ACCF fundraising
for vaccinations. Abbie also enjoys music and sports and would like to
become a biomedical engineer.
Jenny Yum has travelled to play at the Australian Junior Chess
Championship in both Sydney and Hobart. She’s also enthusiastically
travelled further afield with travelling alone in a foreign country being a
highlight for her. Jenny enjoys playing basketball and wants to be a
specialist surgeon.
Sue-Jin Shim is very excited to be attending this event. She is also a
talented and award-winning musician. Sue-Jin would like to be a lawyer.
Our Recommended chess books:

Our Chess Idols:

Our Reading for Fun:

Our Inspirational Tunes:

Chess Middlegames
Winning Chess Strategies

Alex Wohl

The Fault in Our Stars
by John Green
Halo by Alexandra Adornetto
The Runaway Jury
by John Grisham

Violin pieces

Garry Kasparov
Vladimir Kramnik
Hou Yifan

www.somerville.qld.edu.au

Maroon 5
Alternative Rock
All—mostly classical

Presbyterian Ladies' College aims to provide breadth, strength,
balance and quality of education in both the national and international
context for the purpose of encouraging leadership, service and
life-long personal development and learning.
Chess is played by a small but very talented and enthusiastic group of
students in the Senior School of Presbyterian Ladies' College, Melbourne. There are a
number of opportunities for the girls to participate at school including the weekly social
chess club meetings and the more competitive House Chess, PLC Chess Championships
and the Inter-School Chess Competition. PLC has been fortunate to represent Victoria in
the Girl's Schools Competition in 12 of the past 13 National Finals and were proud to
win the event in 2001. Good luck to all competitors and to this year's Senior School
Girl's team :

May Foo
Shanaya Mendis
Sakthi Ravitharan
captain
Chloe Wong

www.plc.vic.edu.au

Thank you

The Cookery Nook
Great take away pizza, chicken & chips or eat in
for a fantastic range of Italian meals.

78 Hawker Place Hawker
(02) 6254 8278

Amy Flood is a student at Canberra Girls’ Grammar
School. She started playing chess at the age of 6 at
Curtin Primary and was part of the winning Curtin
Primary team at the 2005 ASTC. Amy also loves singing
and travelled to Melbourne to sing in a music festival
and perform at Dallas Brooks Hall.
Grace Lanspeary attends UC Kaleen High School.
Amy Nicholson is in Year 8 at Melba Copland Secondary
School. Learning to play from her Mum at 6, Amy went
on to be 2007 Australian U8 Girls’ Champion. Amy also
enjoys reading, participating in the problem solving
Olympiad, and spending time with animals and
horse-riding. It is her ambition to work with animals in
the future.
Jayde East attends Merici College. Last year she played
for Curtin Primary at the ASTC. She also enjoys
dancing, reading and playing the piano. Jayde hopes to
become a lawyer or journalist.
Aanja Andersson is in Year 9 at Caroline Chisholm
School and won the Year 9 prize at the 2012 ACT
Secondary Girls’ Championship. Aanja also loves
writing and harbours ambitions to write professionally
for a living.
Sze Yin Lim attends Telopea Park High School

Our Recommended chess books:

Our Chess Idols:

Mammoth Book of Chess
Chess for Children

Alana Chibnall
Dad
Steven Sengstock

Our Reading for Fun:
Warriors series by Erin Hunter
Hunger Games trilogy
by Suzanne Collins
Finale by Becca Fitzpatrick

Our Inspirational Tunes:
Short Opera Pieces
Folk (Elenor McEvoy)
Taylor Swift
Anime TV themes

www.actjcl.org.au/actjcl

Thank you PRD Software sponsors of the board medals
PRD Software is a dynamic software company based in Canberra, Australia
and has partners and reseller channels in the UK and US.
PRD Software's sole purpose is to produce outstanding software and solutions for the
helpdesk and service desk industry. Since 1997, we have been producing the world's
most flexible, template driven helpdesk software, HelpMaster, and serving clients in
over 50 countries.

www.prd-software.com
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Knock Knock
Who’s There?
Sword
Sword Who?
Dino-Sword

Why did the koala fall out of the tree?
Because it was dead.
Why did the second koala fall out of the tree?
Because it was hit by the first one.

W h at d
o you c
all a
deer w
ith no e
yes?
No-eye
d-deer.
W h at d
o you c
all a
deer w
ith no e
yes
and no
legs?
Still no
-eyed-d
eer.

Why did the third koala fall out of the tree?
It thought it was a game and joined in.

, whi

te an
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red a
ll

hit a concrete wall? Dam!

What do fish say when they

black

over?
A new
Teacher: Children we are only
spape
going to have half a school
r!
day this morning.
Children: Yay!
What do you call a
Teacher: We are having the
that steals?
other half this afternoon! A neutron walks into a bar and asks
Robber ducky.

Why did the chicken cross the road?
To get to the other side.

how much for a glass of water.
The bartender says

Because they arrrrre.

“For you, no charge.””

It is the end of time, the beginning of eternity and the start of electricity.
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The letter e !!!!

What is it ?

duck

What has wheels and flies?
A garbage truck!

Why are pirates pirates?

uy a
b
s
u
f
oo
the d ?
d
i
d
set
Why
chess iny day!
b-ra
a
n
o
y
To pla
t
ar
tp
es
rd g?
ha vin
!
di
he
s t sky und
t
ti
o
ha bou e gr
a Th

How did the chicken jump higher
than the tree? Trees can’t jump.

What do you
get when you
cross a cat with
wool? Mittens!

What
’s

e?

W

Why did the dinosaur cross the road?
Because chickens weren’t invented yet!

Knock Knock
?
Who’s There
Boo.
Boo Who?
!
it’s just a joke
Oh don’t cry—
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Knock Knock
Who’s There?
Toby.
Toby Who?
To-by or not To-by

